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LIFE 

Of the Reverend 

Mr. Thomas lVoolfton> 

S the Writings of Mr. 
Woolfton have gained 
the Attention of moft 
Degrees of Men, and 
as they have given 
Birth to a learned 
Controvcrfy between fome of our 
moft eminent Divines and Himfelf, 
an Enquiry into the Life of lo re- 
markable a Perfon will not be in- 
, grateful to the Rcadei;. I do not 
here prefume to appear an Advocate 
lor his Do(ftrines, nor an Opponent 
, Ax to 



4 The Life of 

to them ; all that I pretend to is ! 

to relate Fa^b as they are ; and if [ 

I fliall happen to omit any parti- 
cular Paflages of his Life, yet I will 
exhibit none the Truth of which I 
cannot aflert by unqueftionable E- 
vidences: and in my Account of 
his W firings I lhall only give an im- 
l^artial Reprefentation of their Sub- 
fecls^ and his Manner of handling 
them. 

Mr. Thomas JVoolJlon -was born 
at Korthamptofiy in the Year 1669, 
and was the Son of a reputable 
Trader of that Place. After a pro- 
per Plducation at a Grammar 
School he became a Student in Sid- 
nej‘ College, Cambridge \ where, af- 
ter going through the previous ne- 
ceiiary Gradations, he took his De- 
grees of Bachelor of Divinity ; but 
his Circumftances would not allow 
him to take his Doftor’s Degrees. 

Ifere it is not improper to obferVe - 
that the Members at the Univerfi- 
ly are not under the fame Obliga- 
tion 

hy Coogic 
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tion to take their Doctor’s as they 
are their Bachelor’s Degrees. Mr. 
Woolfton was admitted Fellow of 
Sidney 'College at his due Time of 
Eledlion, and continued fo till of 
late Years. His firft Appearance 
in the Republic of Letters vvas in 
the Year i7oy, in a Work, printed • 
at theUniverfity-prels, intitled the 
old jipology for the T ruth of the 
Chrijiian Religion again ft the Jews 
and Gentiles revhed, &c. In this 
Work, which contains near four 
hundred Pages in 0 ( 5 lavo, he en^ 
deavours to prove all the Ad:ions 
of Mojes typical of Chri/l and his 
Church ; and he lhews*how fome 
of the Fathers underftood. them 
not to be real, /but typical Relati- 
. ons of what vyas to come. This 
Book has mdch antient. Learning 
in it, and is writ in a clear, tho 
not delicate. Style. ’ 

From this Time till the Year 
1710 he publilhed Nothing ; and 
he led, as he had done before, a Colv 
' lege- 
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6 The Life of 

lege-life, applying himfelf indela- 
tigably and with great Earneftnefs 
to his Studies; which were chiefly 
in Divinity ; and he is allowed to 
have been a great Matter of the 
Writings of the Fathers. 

In the Year 17x0 he publiflied a 
Latin Diflertation in Odavo of be- 
twixt forty and fifty Pages, the 
Title of which is Dijfertatio de Pon- 

TII PiLATI ^i^TlBERIUM Ep 'tjiola CiVCa 

CumsTigeJias, Ter Mr - 
STAGOGUM. In this Diflertation he 
attempts to prove that Tontius Tu 
late did write a Letter to Tiberius 
‘ concerning the Works of 
"JeJus Chrifty but that the Epittle 
delivered down to us among the 
Writings of the Fathers was forged. 

In the fame Year he publiflied 
another fmall Pamphlet, in Latin,' 
intitled Origenis Adamantii Renati 
Epijiola ad Do&ores Whitbeium, 
Waterlandium, Whistonium, aliof- ’ 

que Literatos hujtts Saculi f)ifpu- 
tat ores 3 circa Fidem njere orthodox^ 

am3 
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Mr. Woolfton. 7 

ant, ^ Scrifiturarum Interf>reta- 
tionem. In this Epiftle he, in the 
Name of Origen, reprehends thofe 
learned Men who appeal to the Fa- 
thers as the beft Interpreters .of 
the Scriptures, ' ^nd. yet exhibit, 
Dodlrines diredHy repugnant to the 
Senfe of the Fathers : he difeoVers 
leveral of their Errors, judging 
them principally by the Writings 
of Origen. 

Soon after, in the fame Year, he 
publilhed a fecond Epiftle in Latin, 
under the fame Title; in which he 
' follows The allegorical Interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures as in the firft ; 
and in which he has fome pleafant . 
Rallery on the important Difputa- 
tions which have been held on 
. particular Prepofitions. Tarum 
referti fays hz, quakmTrapofiti- -^ 
onem.^ {an in, ad, per, oh, ^el cum^ 
Nomini C h r i s t i Spiritus 
fan6li in Doxologis praponas. Ufus 
^ujus Wins Trapojitionis nec I 
\ t minuit;^ 
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minuit, nec auget, Dignitatem Fi- 
Hi ^ Spiritus fanfii. 

In the fame Year he publiflied a 
Letter, of near feventy Pages, to 
Dr. B E N N E T, upon this ^fueflion^ 
fut/hether the Feople called -Quakers 
do not the neareji, of any other 
Se& in Religion, refemhle the pri- 
mitive Chrijtians in Trinciples and 
Trainee ? By Aristobulus: This 
Letter was wrote to detend the 
§ifiahers from ah Imputation, in a 
now obfeure Pamphlet called the 
*I)elphic Oracle, 6 i thQir being the 
wor ft of Heathens, ’ In the Year 
17x1, he publifhed another Letter 
to Z)r. Bennet, in Defence of the ^ 
jfpojiles and primitive Fathers of 
the ' Church, for I their allegorical 
Interpretation of the Law of Mo- 
ses, again ft the Minifters of the 
Letter, and literal Comment at of s 
of this yfge. iMr. IVoolfton, foon 
after, publiflied an Anfwer to thefe^ 
two Letters, which, • as has beeti 

obferved 
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• obferved before, * are 'writ^ with 
fome 'f^it 'dfid Humour, and more 
against anothef Set of Men 
than F o R the fakers. 

Ill the Year he piiblifhed a 
Treatife mtitlcd ^he exact' Fitnefs of the 
Time in which Christ i^s manifejl'ed in 
the Flejh, demonfirated by T(eafon, 
the Objections of the old Gentiles, and of mo~ 
'deni Unbelimrs. Firft he endeavours 
to fliew that d' lonyr Trocefs of Time,' or 
many 'Ages of the World, oifght to be over-- 
fdft, before it could be convenient that God 
jhould fend Christ, id. That that Age . 
of the World, in which C H R‘ 1 8 T was Jent - 
to us, was the fittejl, and mojl 'convenient, 
for him to' he jent in. 3d. That, tho it 
was fo long a Time before God fent Christ, 
and tho his coming was ..neceffary akid ufeful 
for the Salvation of Men, yet the Goodnefs 
of God is not to be .-charged for that he was 
jent: no fooner. .This Piece iiiay be 
juftiy numbered among our moft 
curious Tracts of Divinity and DV. 

B 7m- 

, . ■ . .. 

* In the Comediant" or P'hilofophic'al JUnquirert 
Numb. 5i 
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Jenkins, and all who have wrote on • 
the lameSubied:, are much inferi- 
or to Mr. Wooljlon in this ^Trcatife/; 
which was coin pofed twenty Years 
before the Publication, and deli- 
vered as a publick Exercife both 
in Sidney^College Chapel^ and in St. 
Marys Church, as W'e are told by 
Mr. Wooljlon him fell, in his Dedica- 
tion to his Friend Dr. F//^er,^Maf- 
ter of Sidney ^College. 

.In the Years 1715, and^ 

' came out Mr. Woolflons iom freeQifts 
to the Clergy, and his own Anlwer-to 
them, in five leparate Pamphlets. 
In which he purfues his allegorical 
Scheme, againft hireling Preachers 
who are Minifters of the Letter; ‘ 
Soon after he publifhed his Mj- 
derator, and two Supplements to the Mdr 
derator. Thefe wei e occalioned. by 
the Controverly betwixt 'Mr. Collins 
and his' Opponents to the Ground and 
<f(eaJons of the Chrtjlian fj^eligion: and' in 
tilde he follows his allegorical 
Scheme. The firft Profecution a- 

. gainft 
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gainft Mr. Woolfton was for thefe 
BooJis; which was ftopt by the In-, 
tercelfion of with whom 

Mr had.pieierved a Friend- 

fli p liom their. Youth ; and for 
whom he always exprelled the high- 
eft; Eiteem. The Ibliowing remark- 
ab e: Incident which happened in 
this-Profecutioii is not unworthy 
Attention. ,lhe Attorney General, 
having beared that Mr. Woolfton Aidi 
not wnte the BotAs lor which he 
\vas under. Prolecutionv (a Slander 
which was railed by his -Enemies) 
told Mr. W)iftonf when he was in- 
terpofing/in the Behalf of Mr Wool- 
fton, what he had beared, and at 
the; lame Time expreded himieif, 
yery juftly, with lome Contempt 
and, Indignation againft a Man who 
could have Folly and Vanity enough 
to put his Name to the Writings of 
another Pcrfonii and I am iiiifta- 
len il an eminent Divine, whom! 
chufe not to name, did not relate 
this to Sir Philip York, “Mr. Whiftori 

B 2 . alTu- 
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alTured' the Attorney sGeneral*that 
he had known Mr. Wooljion from his 
youth, and that he was throughly 
perfuaded Nobody elfe writ« the 
Books; which Atteftation' of Mr. 
Wh'tflons : . prafcd the i' Impreffion 
which the other malicious. Report 
Jiad made in the Attorney General. 
Mr. Wooljhorty while I he 5 was * under 
fhis Profecution, waited* on .tho 
Archbilhop of Canterbury, who' pro- 
tefted that he was fo tar from for- 
warding the. Profeeution-that 'he 
was averfe to that,- and to allPro- 
fecutions in Matters of Religion. 
-His’ Grace : defired Mr nWbolJlon to 
ftay^ awhile with: him, and their 
I)ifcourfe then. turned upon antient 
Learning,; and particularly the Fa- 
thers ; and I have.heared Mr: WooU 
■floH fay thatiiamong'all the Men of 
Letters - with 'whom he. had cqn- 
verfed, he never . heared :any one 
talk with- more ^Judgement, and 
Learning than the Archbilhop then 
did. • ^ - ■■ 
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Mr. Woolfton, in the Year 1716^ 
.publiihed4 Defeme' of the Thundering. 
^Legion, againfi Mr * M o y l e’s Differta^ 
ftoni the latter. Part of which, ar 
bout the Perfecution. in Gauly is 
learnedly wrote ; but little can be 
faid in Commendation of the for** 
mer Part of the Book. . ^ : r 

* In the Years 1717, 17^8, 1729, 
•and 1730, werepublifhed 
‘fourfes m the Miracles -of > CHRIST, 
and his , two . Defences . thereof ; in 
which, he continues his allegorical 
•Scheme, and fupports it by Abun- 
. dance of Quotations from the Fa- 
ithers. Some think that he has 
treated the Subjed: in too ludicrous 
a Manner; which, tho it gives 
Offence to many, is not without 
-Admirers. My Intent^ is not to en- 
ter. on the Merits or Faults of the 
•Writer in thefe Difeourfes ; • but *I 
ftialf here proceed to a Relation of 
Fadls which were the Confequen- 
•ces thereof.- ^ . ? - • 

' a 
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Aftcond Profecution commenc- 
ed againft Mr. WoolftonSov his, firft 
four DifcouiTes on the -Miracles.. 
At his.Tryal he diftinguiftied hiin- 
felf by feveralreafonable, and fmart> 
Speeches -which he , made to the. 
Court. He fa id. .that he thought it ve*. 
ry hard that he fhould he. tryed by a Set of 
Men whoj though othenpife "Very learned, and 
worthy ^erfonSy were no more Judges of the 
Subjects on which he wrote than he himfelf 
teas a Judge of the niojl crabbed joints of . 
thefLaw. He told the Lord Lhief 
Juftke Raymond that when he talked 
to the Archbifliop of Canterbury about, 
his Books and the Prolecution a-, . 
gainft.'him, his Grace faid that he 
'wijhed he had not dtuelffo much on hireling' 
^rkjis: and herCy my Lorfiy continues 
Mr. W’oo//?o;i to thcjLord Chief JuL 
ticCj the She pinches. Here J mufti 
not oiiiit mentioning a great Jn-. 
ftance of Generofityi in Mr. 

\v}iofe Name has been finqe chang- 
ed to Whirley by A6t of Parhament 
this Gentleman offered himfelf as 

Counfcl 
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Counfel lor Mr. Wooljlon vyithout a- 
ny V lewb of Reward : Part of what 
he advanced in Court in Defence 
of' the Defendant was, that- Mr. 
Wools TONS Intent was Jo far. from 
bringing ihe ihrijhan ^ligion into Contempt 
that it was to fix it on a • better Foundations 
Be Ijkcwfic queltioned whether Affairs 
of ^ligioH come properly uiider the fogni: 
jance of ih.it Courf. However Mr. 
Wonifion was found- guilty of , writ- 
ing, printing, and publifliing, 
thofe Books: I mull* here obferve 

that 1 think it very lurpriiin'g. in 
our Laws that a Man being proved 
to be the Author, Printer, or Pub-' 
lilher, of any Book, that lliall hapr 
pen to be . prefented,! lhall ' fubjecl 
him to a Penalty, .-without that 
B^)ok being previoufly'proved ,.cie- 
trimental to Society, dr repugnant 
t» the Duty which.we’pwe'toT.diif 
Sovereign anddiis Laws; > I believe 
this has often . been the (Jafe. , Mr*. 
Woolfton fentenced tOj' a Vear’s 
Impnfpnment, and, to pay,, a. Fine 

r.:.. " .“‘"'of 
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of one hundred Pounds^ He pur- 
Qhafed the Liberty^ o£the Rules of 
the King’s Bench, where he conti- 
nued after- the Expiration of the 
Year, through an Inability of paji^- 
ing the Fine ; • * • > * 

Pmuft in’ this* Place, as^ a Warri^ 
ing to thofe who' are apt to pro^ 
inifemore than, to perform, relate 
one flagrant Indifcretion,- 1 believe 
I may venture to call- it a Crime^ ' 
of which one Gentleman was guil- 
ty towards Mr. IVoGlfion. ' 'hr 
tain Perfon *of ' plentiful Fortune 
reported that he had defray’d* Part 
of the E;xpence oi yixr Woolfloii^ 

Suit with the King; and -he like*- 
wile promifed to defray dtl the Ex- 
' pence which that Profecution ftiould 
bring upon him:"- Notwithftanding 
thefe Promifes;' to which' I myfelf . 
have been Witnels, he> never *ad- | 
vanced a Shilling before, nor after^ 

Mr. lVoolJion's> Commitment to the 
King’s Bench Prifon. ’• •Some of the 
Confequenc-es"of which Promifes, 

and 

> , 
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( . 

and ’Reports, were, that 'the un- 
fortunate '.Gentleman in Confine- 
ment had more fr€i^uent Demands 
on him than otherwife he' would 
have had.-- .1, fhall not name the 
^Perlbh under this Cenfure, becaufe 
he had performed fome good-na- 
tured- A6ts towards Mr. Wooljion, 
though he contributed no Money, ' 
and he may perhaps, in fomeMea- 
fure, attone for thofc Breaches of 
Promife by future Ad:s of Good- 
nefe. 

. . W'oolfton, through all his 
Gppreflions, fpoke with great Re- 
fped: and- Veneration of the Lord 
Chief Juftice Raymond, highly ex- 
tolling the Lenity and W ifdom con- 
fpicuous in his Behaviour to liim 
through his Tri<ll. 

• Should I here omit’ mentioning 
the Endeavours which were ufed 
to obtain Mr. lVoolJion\ Freedom 
by the late Dtr Samuel Clarke 
(bould be unjuft to the Merits of 
that- truly great- and ‘worthy Di- 
■’'.1 C vine. 
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vine. Dy. ' Clarke y a fhort Time 
beipre his Death, began his.Solli- 
citations at Court for the Releafe- 
ment of Mr. Wooljiofiy declaring 
that he did not undertake it as an 
Approver of his Dodlrines, but as 
an Advocate for that Liberty which 
he had through his.Lifc'defended. 

He looked on Mr. Woolfton as one 
under Perfecution for Religion; 
which he thought inconllllent with ' 
.the Liberties oi England, and with 
the Do<5trines of Chriftianity and 
on this laudable Principle Dr. Clarke 
follicited the Relief of theoppreR- 
cd, but was hindered* from pro- 
ceeding in his virtuous Defign by 
Death, loon after Mr. WoolJion% 
Commitment. 

While Mr. U^oolJlon% fecond 
Profecution was carrying on, and - •' 
before his Tryal, he paid a Vifit 
to his old Friend Mv.lFhiJion, who, 
as foon as he beheld Mr. U^QolJion, 
lifted up his Hands, and with a 
loud Voice bad him go out of his 
, ■ Houfe, 
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Houfe, crying that the Sight of 
him was ofFenfive to him : Mr. 
iVoolftoriy amazed at this unufual 
Treatment, asked him how he had 
injured him ; to which . Mr. 
ton anfwered, with great Rapidi- 
ty,' hy your 7)ifcourfes on the Mi‘ 
racks, Mr. Woolfton here began 
to expoftulate ‘ with him, telling 
him that this Behaviour was not 
conliftent with the Principles of Li- 
berty which he had often aflerted 
in his Writings, and in feveralCon- 
verfations with him: he likewife 
reminded him' of his frequent Pro-' 
mifes to befriend him in Times of 
Danger, and told him that unlefs 
Liberty of writing on religious Sub- 
jects was indulged, he could never 
expect to make any fuccefsful Pro- 
grefs in the Propagation of his own 
Notions of primitive Chriftianity. 
Mr. 'Whtjion, deaf to his Expoftu- 
lations, told him that he had gone 
greater Lengths than he imagined 
he wouldi at the^ fame' Time 

C X aflured 
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aflured hitn that he could not bear 
the Sight of hiin. Mr. IVoolflon^ 
feeing him violent and implacable, 
took his Leave of him, and' neVer 
faw him afterwards. This is a ftrong 
Inftance of the Power of mifguided 
Zeal, which often tranfports Men 
who, without that Zeal, have the 
tendereft Sentiments of Humanity * 
this is the Cafe with Mr. Whi/lon, 
a Perfon of extraordinary Humili- 
ty, free from all the vain Pride of 
Life, humane, and auftere in his 
Manner of living, with Merit to 
recommend him to the higheft 
Honours in the Church, and no 
Inclination to purfue them. Of 
this learned and- worthy Man Mr. 
Wooiftotiy notwithftanding thelaft 
unfriendly Greeting, always fpoke 
\vith Love and-Refpe^t. ' ■ 

The molt voluminous Author 

r 

that appeared in the Controverfy 
with Mr. Woolflonii Dn Smallbroke^ 
the prefent Bilhop of Lichfield and 
Con)entrji\ in a. Vindication of Part 


Digitized by GoogJ* 


Jfif*, Woolfton. tl 

of which Prelate’s Writings Mr. 
IVoolflon is affirmed to have fre- 
quented the §H^aker-meeUngs ; a 
fooliffi Afperfion which is contra- 
didled *in a • Pamphlet called the 
Thilolophical Enquirer Number 
five. 'The Biffiop of London has 
offered Something in his^a/ioral 
Letters againft Mr. Woolfton^ but 
how thofePaffages are looked upon, 
by moftMen, as Anfwers l ean not 
tell. I have beared Mr.- JVoblJion 
(peak of a Book written by Dr. 
Wade againft him,* which he in- 
tended to confider, if he had lived 
to have got his Freedom; which 
he thought to be more, worthy his 
Confideration than any other. To 
what I have, laid of Mr. Wooljiotis 
Works I will add only a Recom- 
mendation of Mr. Collins's Dilcourfe 
on Irony and Ridicule \ which leems 
to have been occafioned by Mr. 
Wooljions Difeourfes on the Mira- 
cles, and his Prolecution for them. 

. ... « A . 

* 

. Mr. 
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Mx. Wool/ion luftained no finali. 
Lofs by the Death of Dr,. Fi/heri . 
whom I have mentioned before;, 
who flood his Friend when At- 
tempts were firfl made to tafvC his 
Fellowfhip from him; and Mr. 
Whiftp-i ulSd his Intercfl, by Let- 
ters, with the College for the Con- - 
tinuance of his Fellowfhip ; of - 
which he. was deprived about thp 
Year 17x1; the Pretence for de^ 
priving him was Nonreftdence. . 
Mr. Craven and .Mr. AUen, FeU 
lows of Sidney •CoUegey were Per-/ 
fons in whofe Friendfhip he much 
prided himfelf. From the Year 
171 1, he lived moft in London^ the 
laft four or five Years of which 
were,fpent in Confinement to the 
Rules,. of t\\Q Kings Bench Prifon, 
and the laft three Years were to- 
tally pafled there. 

After the Deprivation of his Fel- 
lowfhip .his. Brother now living af 
Norihamptpn, an Alderman of 
that Place, allowed him thirty. 

Pounds, 

f 
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Pounds a Year, and at particular . I 
Seafons fent him other Prefents of 
necelTary Provifion : a Virtue for ,j 

.which his Brother will, I hope, al- ^ 

ways be remembered among good 
Men. Befidesthis annual Allowance 
from his Brother, he had feveral 
Contributions fent him, after his 
Commitment, by generous and well 
difpofed Perfons ; - fome of which 
now make very confiderable Fi- 
gures in polite Literature. 

As the Sale of Mr. Woolfton^ 
Works, was very great his Gains a- 
. riling therefrom mult have been 
proportionable; but 'one Circum-' 
Itance, to the Advantage of his Cha- 
racter, mult be here related^ which 
.is, that he defray’d all the Expen- 
ces which his Bookfellers, Printers, 
or Publifiiers, were fubjeCted to 
by felling and printing his Books ; ' 

, the Truth of which Mr. Br others 
ton, and other Perfons, can attelf. 

When he was committed to the 
Kings Bench Prilbn, he had in his 

Pofl'ef-. 


Digitized by Google 



Pofleffion about - feventy Pounds, 
which he lodged in the Hands of a 
Tradefman in whofe Houfe he had 
lived feveral Years; and about the • 
Beginning of the Year i7gx the 
Perfon who had his Money failed 
inhisBuhnef^ by which Mv.Wool- 
Jion loft thirty Pounds of his Mo- 
ney, havin had the Reft, ^ by De^ 
grees, from him as- he wanted it ; 
the News of the Perfon’s Misfor- 
tu lies came to Mr. Wooljiori^ Knowr 
ledge at a Time w hen he had fcarce- 
ly any Money by him ; and though 
that Sum of thirty Pounds was all 
he had in the World, befides his 
Brother ’s Allowance, inftead of re- - 
■proaching the unfortunate Man, he, 
pityed him beeaufe he knew him, 
he faid, to be an honeft and induf- 
trious Man, and that his Misfor- 
tunes arofe from .Difappointments 
and Lofies in Trade, and not from 
any Extravagance or Negledl, and 
he had like wife a Family of Chil- 
dren which added to Mr. Wool^ 

- Jion^ 
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ftoris Companion for him. Thus 
this good-natured Man ftifled his 
own Lofs in his Commiferation for 
the Perfon by whofe Means he fiif- 
tained that Lofs. 

The following Inftance of his Pa- 
tience and Humanity ought not to 
be omitted here. He being told 
that he was reprefented, in a fcan- 
dalous Pamphlet called the Life 
of Collonel C h a r t r e as Chap- 

lain to that Ge’ntleman and as his 
Companion in fome of his unlavv- 
ftil PleafureSj and being at the fame 
Time advifed to profecute the Au- 
thor, he enquired into the Circum- 
Itances of the Wretch who libelled 
him, and being informed of his 
having a Family and' of his necelTi- 
tous - Condition, he faid that 
if he fhould reduce the poor 
Creatures to Beggary, by a Profe- 
cution, their Mifery would give 
him more Pain than his juft Re- 
^-venge on the Man could poflibly 
give him Pleafure. Here, I think, 
^ D Mr. 
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IVool/IonsTQn^crnc^s^ render- . 
ed him guilty of a real Crime;' for 
v/hen fiich fcurrilous Scribblers go 
unpuniihed, they proceed, in their 
dirty and olfenfive Work, to black- 
en Charaders in Hopes of the fame 
Impunity. As Mr. Woolfion had 
never lecn the Perfon of Collonel 
Chartres^ this Libeller muft cer- 
tainiy know that he could not re- 
prelenthim, as having' any Com- 
ancrce with him, v/ithout depart- 
ing from'Truth; I therefore can 
fcarcely fuppofc any Evil which 
fuch a Wretch cannot be guilty of, 
tvith the View of reaping an im- 
mediate Advantage from it. , 

While he wkas in. the Rules of 
the King s Bench he met with fc- 
veral Infults from ignorant and 
wicked. Zealots he was twice at- 
tacked before His own Door by. a 
Fellow who' ftruck him fevcral 
Times in his fecond Aflault, telling • 
him that he had writ againft his 

Saviour, and he defer ved fuch U- 

• - * - 
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fage : but Mr. Woulfton was rcfcutd 
from him by a Gentle/iian who' 
chaftifed the Man with a g-joa 
Beating. 

As Mr: WoolfIo7i was, one Day, 
walking in St. George's Fields, a 
jolly young Woman met him, and 
• accofted him in the following Man- 
ner, looking lied fallly in his Fare. 
Tou cld Rogue, are 7iot you .harigd 
yeti To, which Mr. Wool [ion an- 
fwered, good Woman / hiow you 
not \ pray -what have Lrloyie to of- 
fend youl To which the Woman 
you have writ again (i my 
Saviour ; i^kat would become of 
my poor fifif id Soul, if it wet^ not 
for my dear S avion td My Saviour, 
who dyed for Juch wicked- Sinners 


as 1 ami 

The natural Inference, 1 think, 
that may be made from tlic'e t'.vn 
' lalt Circumitanccs fs, tlnit u ihelc 
two Perfons had been podcLrca of 
more Humanitv than thev had, 
they 'would have been le:k offended 
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at Mr. Woolfton\ and if they had 
lefs Faith than they feem then to 
have had, they would, in all Like- 
lyhood, have had more Humanity. 

For fomc few Months before he 
dyed. Endeavours were continued 
to be ufedj by fome particular 
Friends, for the Deliverance of 
Mr. Woolfion from Confinement ; 
but his Death put an End to the 
Attempts of his Friends, and to 
his own Troubles here, on Saturday 
the twentyfeventh of* January, 
1753, nine o’ Clock at Night, 
after an Illnefs which lalted but 
four Days, a Difeafe which was 
then epidemical, mz. a violent 
Cold, attended with Pains in the 
Plead and Bones ; but Mr. Wool- 
fton^ greate/ 1 : Grievance was a Stopr 
page in the Stomach, with an In- 
capacity of eafing it by difcharg- 
jng any of the burdenfome Matter 
there, notwithftanding the Help 
of Medicine. About Half an Hour 
before he dyed he was fitting by 

the 
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Mr. Woblfton. 19 

the Fire in his Bedchamber^ when 
he asked his Nurfe to help him to 
Bed, and a few Minutes before his 
Death he uttered thefe Words, . 
this is a Struggle which all Men 
muji go throng ^ and’ which I hear 
not only patiently' hut with WiU 
lingnejs. He then immediately 
clofed his Eyes arid Lips with his 
own Fingers, feemingly with a De- 
lign to compofe his Face with De- 
cency, without the Help of a 
Friend’s Hand, and then expired. 
He, through his fhort lllnefs, be- 
haved himfelf with a chearful Re- 
lignation becoming a Man of Pro- 
bity, Underftanding, and Learning^' 
a Character which is not in the 
Power ol all his Enemies to rob 
him of I mull here obferve that 
the greateft Obltru6tion to his De- 
liverance from Confinement was 
the Obligation which he was under 
to give Security for his not offend- 
ing again' by any future Writings; 
an Office which he would not im- 
' ' pofe 
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pofe /©n , any Friend,' ,becanfe he 
r^p) ved ; mt pinly . to_ write again^ 
hut as freely as & had before. Ho 
has left behind hiin a Difcourfe ad- 
dreflTed to Dr. SmMhroke Bilhop of 
Uchfield and Covent rjfy . which 
perhaps will one.Day fee the Light. 
He was buryed, HQn Tuefday the 
thirtieth of January, in St. Georges 
Church-yard in Southwark: hedy- 
ed a Bachelor. ■ 

, To the Character which I have 
already ^ given of him, I may 
join that of an exemplary meek 
and temperate Perfbn ; and he' has 
often declared to myfelf and many 
o^her of his Friends, that if he was 
pofleffed of more than fixty Pounds 
a Year, he could not fpend more on 
himfelf, fo great, he laid, was the 
Pleafure which he found in Tem- 
perance. V . 

We have two Portraits of this e- 
minent Man, one by J^anderhank, 
and another by 7)andridge ; that 
by the latter has a near Rcleni' 

' * , blance; 


